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Elders Miniſters & Meſſengers 


* THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


MEETING AT 


Sin Croſcomb,  Grittleton SOON 2 
Twwerton,  Crockerton, Malmſbury, 
Preſcott, Sarum, _ | Wotton, Hr 
Wellington, © Bratton,  Sodbury, 
Loughwood, Meliſham, FPaulton, 
3 Calne, Broadmead and 
Feovil, Cheltenham, Pitlay, Briſtol. | 
F rome. N py, 


Having received Lerrene alſo "on. 
Chacewater, Upotlery, | Siokegomer, 


Plymouth, Cullumpton, Chard, : 
Kingſbridge, - .. . Lyme, . Horſe ington, and 
Bampton., Bicknell, _ © Bradford. 


Being met in aſſociation at the Pithay, Briſtol, 
June 5 and 6, 1781. To the ſeveral churches 
they repreſent ſend Chriſtian —— n. 


Dean BazrunnN, 


| WV. are happy in the opportunity once more 
given us of addreſſing you in this our ſocial 


capacity, and eſpecially that we have it in ouf power, 0 
even in theſe dark and gloomy times, to communi- 


cate | 


* 21 
cate to you tidings of great joy. We can not only ir in- 
form you, that we have once more been permitted 

peaceably and comfortably to aſſemble together, and 
have enjoyed, as we would humbly hope, ſome 
tokens of the diyine preſence in. the various religious 
ſexvices i in whick we have engaged, but that from 
fome, though not many of the churches, we have re- 
ceived pleafing accounts of conſiderable. additions; 
and that in alt of them, as far as we can learn, peace 
_ prevails, that invaluable bleſſing, and there appears 
to be a genuine concern for the advancement of truth 
and holineſs. But this is not all. We have receiv- 
ed by favor of one of our aged and honored brethren 
in London, the Rev. Mr. Wallin, that which has 
been refreſhing. to us as cold waters to a thirſty 
ſoul, even good news from a far country, Amidſt 
all the horrors of war which have fo long prevailed 
and ſpread their baneful influence over the American 
Continent, it 1s with unutterable pleaſure we learn 
that the Prince of Peace has taken to himſelf his 
mighty. power, erected his banners of love, and ſub- 
duced multitudes to the obedience of his goſpel, which, 
accompanied with his Almighty power, has -been 
mage indeed ta run and been greatly glorified. By 
the account tranſmitted to our honored. brother 
abovementioned, from a worthy miniſter. in the pro- 
_ vince of New-England, it appears, that in no very 
large diftrit more than eight hundred fouls have 
been added to different ehurches within the ſpaee of 
little more than a, year, and that the work! is ſtilt 
- going on with rapidity and increaſing ſucceſs. The 
ſubſtance. of the acequnt. is as follows. 


« In 


Tis] 


In Auguſt, 1778, I perceived a little 88 


of conviction upon a few minds in our ſociety, which 
gradually increaſed, ſo as to add twenty-two very agree- 
able members to our church, and many more are ſoon 
expected. Brother Wincheſler, who was born in 
the year, 1751, ſeven Miles welt of Boſton, is now 
owned of God in an aftoniſhing manner. He began 

to preach fourteen days after Mr. Whitfield s death, 
and after laboring a few years in theſe parts, he went 
to South-Carol ina; fince which he has had two ter- 
rible fits of illneſs himſelf, and has buried three wives 
and ſeveral children, and for fifteen months paſt has 
ad neither wife nor child upon earth. A year ago 
he had concluded to returm again to his native coun- 
try, but a revival of religion at Welch-Neck on Pe- 
dee river, where he was preaching, prevented it, and - 
from May go, to Auguſt 29, (1780, as I apprehend 
it,) he baptized 29 perſons there: One hundred of 
whom, were negroe ſlaves, who were before in a ſlate 
of heatheniſm, and averſe to attending chriſtian wor- 
ſhip : but before he came away, he informed me that 
it was uſual to ſee five or fix hundred of theſe poor 
creatures at meeting, and the work prevailed when 
he came away the firſt of September. On Novem- 
ber the 16th, he called to ſee me, on his return to 
his father's, and expreſſed a ſtrong faith of ſeeing 
glorious things in our parts, ſince which I ſuppoſe 
he has preached about as many ſermons as there have 
been days, notwithſtanding a very ſevere winter. 
Many of our miniſters have been greatly quickened, 
and the effects have been ſuch, that about one 

hundred perſons have been baptized in Rehoboth, 
ſeventy 1 in Swanſea, forty in Taunton and Baynham 
adjacent 
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adjacent. to me, and many in neighbouring towns. 
A very remarkable work is begun in Newton and 
Brookline by Mr. Wincheſter's means, though 
among his own kindred and acquaintance, I have 
preached there this week, and was delighted with 
what I ſaw. Diſtinct from theſe inſtruments a glo- 
rious work began laſt ſummer in the weſtern part of 
our government. There, elder Peter Warden of 
New Providence, and elder Nathan Maſon of Pane. 
borough, baptized goo betwixt May and January; 
and in the ſame ſpace elder Codding of Brimfield 
above 80, and through New-England there is now 
the greateſt proſpect of a general and thorough refor. 
mation that has ever appeared for theſe thirty-five 
years paſt, and in ſome reſpects greater than ever [ 
"ſaw before ; notwithſtanding the torrent of corrup- 
tion ſeemed lately as if it would have drowned the 
land, which often makes me think of thoſe words, 
Iſai. lix. 19. So ſhall they fear the name of the 
Lord from the weſt, and his glory from the riſing of 
the ſun; when the enemy ſhall come in like a flood, 
the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a ſtandard againſt 
him. O help us to praiſe and pray!“ 

How pleaſing, how ſweet theſe tidings are, and 
bow encouraging and animating ! 


Great things 0 everlaſting Son, 
Great things indeed thy grace has done ! 1 


And is the Lord's hand ſhortened that he cannot 
ſtill thus go on to ſave, go on conquering, and to 
conquer ? Or may we not hope that we ſhall ſee yet 
greater things than theſe, and that what has been 

- done 


2 
done is but an earneſt of that which the Lord de- 
ſigns to do. Let us then Brethren, amidſt all the 
_ darkneſs which ſurrounds us, particularly with re- 
ſpect to the ſtate of our public affairs, and the turn- 
ings and overturnings which have been and may yet 
be; let us amidſt all ſhout with the bleſſed above, 
and cry with raptures of joy, Hallelujah, for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth ! He fitteth King 
upon the floods, and ſtilleth the wildeſt tumulis of 
the people—cauſing the wrath of man to praiſe him, 
and the remainder of it he can reſtrain : carrying on 
his own wiſe and eternal purpoſes, amidſt ſcenes of 
_ confuſion, horror and blood, till all the kingdoms of 
the earth ſhall at length become the kingdoms of the 
Lord and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign till he 
| hath put all enemies under his feet, and God ſhall 
be all in all! May theſe bleſſed times of refreſhing 
from the preſence of the Lord and the glory of his 
power, not only be continued to our brethren of 
every denomination abroad, but be extended alſo to 
us, that the wilderneſs and the ſolitary places in this 
iſland may be glad, and our deſerts rejoice and bloſ- 
ſom as the roſe, that the parched ground in the midſt 
of us may become a pool, and the thirſty land ſprings 
of water. The promiſes which relate to the exten- 
ſion of the goſpel, and the glory of the latter day, 
are great and glorious : May we embrace, realize and 
rejoice in them! fs EY 


But whilſt we are thus happy in communicating io 
you ſuch joyful tidings, we muſt not omit to inform 
you, that we have alſo been called to the exerciſe of 
ſorrow and lamentation, The continuance of the pre- 
e ſent 
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| ſent unhappy war which has extended itſelf from 
year to year wider and wider, and ſeems to baniſh 


every hope of returning peace, 'is a calamity which 
however lightly thought of by many, appears to us 


of the moſt threatening nature, and we muſt own fills 
us with the moſt gloomy apprehenſions. We are 

alſo deeply affected with that ſpread of infidelity and 
all manner of wickedneſs which ſo dreadfully cha- 
racteriſes the preſent day, and cannot but lament in 
a very particular manner, that open and ſcandalous 
profanation of the ſabbath, which has of late more 
than ever prevailed, and which isas oppoſite to eyery 
principle of ſound policy as of true piety, It adds much 
to our concern, that whilſt iniquity thus abounds 


in the world, lukewarmneſs hath ſeized the church, 


and. the love of many amongſt the profeſſing people 


of God themſelves waxes cold. There ſeems to be 


in many of our aſſociating churches, little appearance 
from year to year of the preſence and power of God, 


little of a work of conviction and converſion, little 


zeal, little earneſtneſs about the things of God, but 
all ſeek their own things, very few indeed the things 
of Chriſt, The few amongſt us that did, we have 


reaſon to fear, have been rendered by death this laſt 


year, fewer, Not only have many been removed by 


death this year, but many that promiſed great and 


extenſive uſefulneſs in their day and generation, 


And we have been called further mournſully 10 


adopt the language of the prophet, and to ſay with 


him, “ Our fathers where are they, and the * 
Phebs, do * live for ever 2” 


FT e The 
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et Phe almighty arm of conquering death 
Does God's on houſe invade: 


Behold the prophet and the prieſt 
Lie number'd with the dead.“ 


Since our laſt annual aſſembly as you have patheti- 
cally noticed in your ſeveral letters, it hath pleaſed God 
to remove from us our honored brother, (many of 
us can ſay our venerable Father,) who then ſo pa- 
thetically addreſſed us, His preſence, which has fo 
often, through a courſe of more than forty, yea al- 
molt fifty years graced and enlivened theſe our an- 
nual meetings, we ſhall enjoy on earth no more, 
He 1s joined to a nobler aſſembly, and will no more 
come back to us Cod grant we may, in due time, 
go to him! Many of you we doubt not will recollect 
with mournful pleaſure, the many ardent prayers he 
hath offered up to heaven on theſe occaſions, and the 
many awful diſcourſes, which with a heaven taught 
_ eloquence he hath addreſſed to us! His laſt diſcourſe 
was peculiarly ſolemn and affecting. He ſpoke as 
one that knew, on ſuch an occaſion, * he ne'er ſhould 
ſpeak again, and as a dying man to dying men.“ Be 
not deceived, (this was the awful ſubjeR,) God is 
not mocked, May we never forget his ſolemn dying 
admonitions! But may miniſters, profeſſors, and 
hearers of the word in general, who were all pathe- 
tically addreſſed by our departed Friend and Brother 
upon that awful occaſion, in this his final farewell 
diſcourſe to us, receive the word of exhortation, and 
take heed that we be not deceived, knowing that, 
God is not, cannot, will not be mocked. Happy 
would it be for us all, miniſters and people, were we 
daily to realize the awful thought, and to live and 


act 


C8 1 ; 
aft in the habitual view of that day, when we ſhall 
all appear before this God, who ſearches the heart 


and tries the reins of the children of men: the ſcru- 


tiny of whoſe all-ſceing eye we cannot avoid, and 
ſrom whoſe deciive ſentence we cannor flee. 


We wich pen dear herbe, Se to remem- | 


ber that religion is more than a mere name, that it is 


a reality, a ſubſtantial, a divine reality, and that 


though it is a privilege to have a name to live, it will 
only aggravate our condemnation, ſhould we at laſt 
be found dead. What is the chaff to the wheat? 
We wiſh you ever to prize the glorious doctrines of 


the goſpel, tbe unſearchable riches of Chriſt, to con- 
tend earneſtly. for the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints, and to hold faſt the form of ſound words con- 


tained in the oracles of truth aud inſpiration. But if 


you would derive ſaving benefit from theſe precious 
doctrines of the goſpel, or effectually recommend 
them io thoſe around you, remember ſomething more 
is neceſſary than a mere notional acquaintance with 
them, or a violent , oppolition of all thoſe who appear 
to us to oppoſe them'; you muſt experience their 
ſalutary transforming power in your own hearts and 
lives. Now this we wiſh brethren, above all things, 
that the kingdom of God may come to 1 


word only, but in power. That your hearts may 


cheered. by it, your conſciences relieved, your ſins 


ſubdued, your tempers improved, your whole fouls 


ſanctiſied. That you may not think it enough to ſay, 


Lord, Lord, and to boaſt of your certain intereſt 


in his ſalvation, at the ſame time that your tempers 
and lives contradict your vain aſſertions, and it may 


CY 

be juſtly ſaid to you, in the language of the prophet, |! 
The word of the Lord is 'againſt thee:“ But we 
wiſh to have you exemplify the power and excel- {| 
lency of the goſpel by the genuine fruits of faith, 
love, and zealous, uniform, perſevering obedience. {1 
That it may not be reproachfully faid to you, What 
do ye more than others,“ but that thoſe who con- 
verſe with you may take knowledge of you that you 

HOVE been with * ſus and e of him. 


We are een to find ſo great a backwardneſs 
amongſt profeſſors in general, to attend preparatory 
meetings and other ſeaſons of prayer and feligious im- 
| provement ; and that ſo few appear to attend in good 
earneſt to family religion, and the catechiſing of their 
children, and religious inſtruction of their ſervants, | 

Religion muſt be minded, it muſt be attended to, if 
er we ex pelt to proſper and make any progyeſs in 
it. Draw nißh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
700 but if ye forſake him, he will forſake you, viſiting 
your tranſgreſſions with a rod, and your iniquity with 
_ ſtripes, though his loving kindneſs he will not — 
take away from you. 
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1s it not ot high tine to awake out of ſleep ? Your 
miniſters you ſee die, as well as others, and you that 
have heard the word diſpenſed by them muſt die 
alſo. In the liſt of the dead the next year, many of 9 85 
you that are now amongſt the living, will no doubt 
be found. Some of you that are perhaps at preſent in 
the full vigour of ſprighily youth and blooming healtn 
may be of this number. And will you ſlumber on tbe 
brink of the grave, win you be lukewarm on the 

ä verge 
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5 verge of eternity, will you rifle in che view of that 


day when you ſhall ſtand before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, and hope to meet your miniſters and fel- 


| low profeſſors, and to go to heaven and be happy 


with them, and with all the redeemed for ever and 
ever? God forbid! Let us rather hope that encom- 
paſſed as you are with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, 
both in heaven and earth, you will be enabled to 
lay aſide every weight, and to run with patience the 


race ſet before you, looking unto Jeſus, and ever 
_ truſting in him, who though his deareſt ſervants die, 


for ever lives, and 1s the ſame yeſterday to-day, 
and for ever. Thus would we willingly impart to 
you, not the goſpel of God only, but alſo our own 
ſouls, becauſe ye are dear unto us. For what is our 
bope, and joy, and crown of rejoicing ? Are not even. 


pe in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his com- 


' ing? That we may then meet you with joy and not 


with grief, and have an abundant entrance adminiſtred 


to us, together with you, into the everlaſting kingdom 
and glory of our divine and dear „ is the 
moſt earneſt affectionate prayer of 


Your faith ful and affeftionate breth ren, 


bs. 9th ROBERT DAY. 
| Sign'd by order of : = 8 
the aſſembly, and 75 


their behal the 
Moderator,” 7 4 


BREVIATE'S. 


| TUESDAY afternoon at three o'clock preciſely, 
the Aſſociation was opened in prayer by our brother 
| Sotteridge, our brother Day was choſen Moderator, 
the letters from the churches were read, minutes 
taken, and our brother C. Evans defired to draw up 
the general letter, The ſervice was cloſed i in Prayer 
by our brother Phillips. 


| WEDNESDAY morning at- fix met for prayer, 


when our brethren Pyne, Allſop, S. Dunfeonb, and 
Tin, improved time in that duty. 


Met again at ten, when our brethren E. Francis, 
and J. Gillard, engaged in prayer, brother Day 
preached from 2 Tim, 4. 3. But watch thou in all 
things, And having ſung at the uſual intervals, the 
| ſervice was clofed in prayer by our brother Sprague. 


At three met again, when our brather Francs be- 
gan in prayer, and our brother Kingdon preached 

from 1 Cor, 6. 19, 20, Yeare not your own, for ye 
are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your ſpirit which are Gods, At the cloſe 
of the ſermon the general letter was read. Sang at 
the uſual intervals, and cloſed the public ſervice i in 
| prayer by our brother Clarke, 


Attended to the private buſineſs of the Aﬀociation: 
| Approved the letter, and deſſred the Moderator to 
gn 
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gn it on behalf of the aſſembly, Audited and ap- 


proved the accounts relative to the aſſociation fund, 
and defired the Moderator to atteſt them accordingly. 
Voted various ſums out of this fund, for village 
n other uſeful and important purpoſes, 


Appointed days of humiliation and prayer as uſual, 
on account of the languid ſtate of the church, and the 


divided ſtate of the nation. 


Agreed, To hold the next aſſociation at Sarum, 
Wedneſday and Thurſday in the Whitſun week. 
To begin Wedneſday afternoon at three o'clock pre- 
eiſely, Our brethren Meſſrs. Tommas and Evans, of 
Briſtol, to preach the ſermons. The Moderator then 


concluded in e. 


In the aſſociated Churches the laſt year, there were 


| | Baptized 5 61 
Received by — 


229 
Dead - - 53 | 
Diſmiſſed to other cn 4 
„  . = -. 8 2 


Increaſe 7 
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A copy of the EPITAPH on the grave-ſtone of 
our aged Brother Hann, who lies interred in the 
| Meeting-houſe at Lovcawoop, in the county of 
Dorſet, it is preſumed. will not be unacceptable to the. 
churches addreſſed in this letter, and is therefore 
preſented to them on this blank leaf as follows, 


In MEMORY of | 
Tuz Rev. lsaac Hann, 
AN ord DtsCciPLE, | 
Ax A TRULY ABLE, EMINENT, AND FAITHFUL 
Mixisrzx or JEsus CunisT, 
Hs was FOR MANY YEARS Ry 
Tur WORTHY PASTOR or * 
AND UNIVERSALLY RESPECTED 
. By AIL ru R CHURCuEs 
In THE CIRCLE OF HIS EXTENSIVE ACQUAINTANCE, 
| To wHom nis FREQUENT VISITS 
AND MINISTERIAL SERVICES: 
On rusbic AS WELI. AS PRIVATE 0CCAs10N8 
Wag mICHLY "ACCEPTABLE, 


n n 


He died in peace the 17th day of March, 2778, 
in the 89th year of his _ | 


Wit ſparkled in his pleaſing face, 
With zeal his heart was fir d; 


Few miniſters ſo humble were 
| _ Yet few ſo much admir'd. 


Ripen'd 


s Ripen'd for heaven by grace divine 
Like autumn fruit he fell, 
| Reader, think not to live ſo long, 


But ſeck to live as well. . 


This grave tone ad inſcription wore ace here 85 
the order, and at the expence of the Baptiſt Weſlern 
Aſſociation, as a token of ſincere reſpe& to the me- 
mory of their ancient and honored Brother, whom 
God had ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by the endow- 
ments of nature and the gifts of grace. 


The cx thy of we 1 is Bleited. 
l . X 7. 
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The following ligation» may be-had by applying J 
to the Secretary of this Aﬀociation. 


Taz obo31a's Ports, g vols. adorned with elegant 
frontiſpieces, and - oma bou nd i in calf and let- 
tered, Price os. 6d. 

A Thoſe who ke fu Sets will be allowed a eas; gratis, 

The third vol. may be had ſeparate, Price gs. 6d. 


Tun RSO Sarvr, a Sermort on Fob 213. 5. | 
By J. Haydon. Price 6d. 


N. B. The above publications are appropriated t to the benefi of 
The Briſtol Education Society. | 


.: new edition of Wilſon's Scrigture Manual, 
7. 6d, per hundred. 


The Baptiſt Catechiſm with proofs, 1.58. per hun · 


Beddomeꝰs Serĩptural Expoſition of ditto, Price 15, 
in canvas, 18. gd. in ſheep, 18. 6d. calf. 


The New Collection of * 3% in o meer, 
238. 6d. calf. 


A new:-Sthallodttion-of: ane, the ſame Price, 


M tie Preſs, and ſbecdily will be publiſhed, | 
; Price g8. or gs. 6d. bound 
| Help to Zion's Travellers, being an . to 
remove various ſtumbling blocks out of the way, re- 
5 lating to doftrinal, experimental; and practical reli- 
gon. * . Hall, | 


Julſt publiſhed, ; 
| Price S 1 X- PENCE, 


EL18Ha's, "EXCLAMATION 2 


A dennen occalioned by the Death; of 
The Rev. H EVANS, M. A. 
Who departed this Life March 28, 1781, | 
In the 6gth Vear of his Ag. 
By CALEB EVANS,” M. „ 


Malti: ile ben fiebilis eccidit” 
Nulli flebilier quam mii ſ— _ 8 
Luando ullum invenient parem * 5 


be . 


— „ 


An EL E GY, on the ſame Occaſion. 
| By B. FRANCIS. _ 5 


 - 


(The Horx, Joy aud CROWN or A FAITHFUL 
MINISTER, = 


a. N 6, 1781, 


2 3 will be — Price a 2s. 
A PRINT of the late Rev. H. Evans, *. A. 
I.aken from an original Painting, 


Thoſe wh wiſh to have ſome of the firſt Impreſſion of the above 
Print are deſired to ſend their Names as ſoon 45 convenient to 


C. Evans, Kiſtol, 27 
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